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Maa-The
Eternal
Truth, a solo
performance
by Bala Devi,

explores
and
celebrates
the loving
nature of both

Mother
and
Mother

Earth,
highlighting
the profound
connection
between them
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honmal glows dilforontly duriog tho M

pzhi neocon s thoclty achoes with the sym:

phany af riggr and thals of Carnatle musie

mndl dnneo. As we are in the middle of the

dovsgy, When U endiie cily comos nllve
with muale, donoy, and culluml alobrmtfons, Baln
Dovl Chandrmshokar 1o lwow in Chonnald fee 0 conplo of
heir oveinin

A deditolsd ressrehir who delven deep into ane
citnl liexti in ke peoductions, 415 has peformmd ovor
0 coprivating produet lons in mare lxan 30 countrios
"Toling suljeels Imm anckent Wxts and adapling
ki Tor modemn sodo provide o ich fundation of
Limndess hemes, archedypal plote nod universal e
minn axpernmedd thol con b rolmogined for contom:
pornry oudlenoes. The enduring nacratives found In
clirtiml Tl conlinws 1o redomnin heaisn thoy
oxplore Mundnmentnl mpeds af the haman condition,
likeo bove, loss, mnbithon, and momlily," syys Bals Dovi
Chonulivethndior.

With this comm unique challénges that nrgulm
oxtentive undomtanding o pradont o profoand pro-
duclion. The Dhamtanmlyam exponent adds, “The
mnal -:!mllnnu':ui: mupect N in slrilting tho baloneo
betwieen homwouring e ovigina work while making
itredevant for the modern sudienoe. Sweeassiul adnp
tation approachoes e lude shifting norrative porspec:
Lived o highlight moeginalined yolees, wsing anclent
plota na foomeworks to oxplome conlempamry isaues,
and incorpomting modurn elements whilo mndntndn.
ing hisoriod nthantichy.”

Talking nbout hew Margnxhi culturo has ovolved in
Chimnnl. e Kalnimamani mnded dhares, “The
clily's cultural lnndscape during Margazhl hos adnpld
to conlemporary timis thoagh dighal ssreaming plat
Mo mod innovalive venuo choloes while muointnin:
i I e sdilionn] ekoerts in sabihas and oy
plis. The suson nol only showeisis established o
Lo bl by ey Bdees pladTor o emoerging tndenls,
crdaling o vibrnl coosysitem. This evalution is roflect:
od in e clly's almosphicne, rom oarly moming dovo:
lionnl music lo elbsate olhm dovims, moking
Chennnoi o global desdination for clidsdenl nrts during

@' ‘CRUCIAL FOR BUDDING ARTISTES
"' 10 DEVELOP UNIQUE ARTISTIC VOICE

The only Bhdutandtyam exponent to be featured at the Paris Olympics 2024, Kalaimamani Bala Devi

Chandrashekar is back in the city to enthral the rasikas this Mdl‘[ﬁd,f'hl season. In a candid conversation
with DT Next, she delves deep into how the city is embracing its classical art legacy and the challenges
budding artistes face in balancing tradition and contemporary expressions

this nuspicious poriod.”

Buln Dovi nlso foals that budd iog tindonts meo foingn
challenge In stelking o balinee botweon traditional
rooly nnd contomporary intorprotntions. Sho suggoats,
T onsure tholre wd stinds the et of time, daneors
must delve deepor into the llemry nupoots of thoir
craft nod dovilop a stvong foundat lon bn Tnnguoge aond
miiie. This invelves immorsing thomeelved in rich
leenry el ions, stody g noebont toxts D tho Nob
yn Shoatrn, and exploring oples ad oligious Hoera.
ture. Additionally, mastory of relovant Inngunges such
nk Sonskell and reglonal langunges nssocintod with
spocifie donce forme s erucind for o deepor undor
stnnding and authentle exprossion. Thoy shiould hens
on tloveloping thoir musionl sensibilition by studying
the prineiples of rhythm and molody. Moadmalning n
sirong connection to the traditionnl napeetn of the art
while nlso doveloping thelr unlgue artistie voleo Is
crucinl, This can be nchlovod by oxparlmenting with
now choroogmphicos that blond elassical tochnigues
with contemporary  sensibliltles and collaborating
with artistos from othoer disciplines.”

Man-The Eternal Truth, o solo performance by
Baln Dovi, will bo prosonted todoy at 540 pm ot
Knrthik Fine Avts in Mylnpore. The production ox.
plores nnd celobralos the loving nature of both
Mathor and Mother Encth, highlighting the pro.
found connoction botween thom.

Sho is olzo curating the Songom Fostival, which
will nttempt 1o osinblish the confuence of Indian clns:
sical music and danee from all povts of Indin and South
Asli "I is oo art Indtative nond servos os o osotinom
ropository of knowledgo, promotion, roforonce, and
pillny of support for the nets conmuntty in Indin and
the Unitod Stntes. Activities will inelude porformanc
o8, leclures, warkshops, mentoring, and Dnancinl sup-
port Tor artlstes," sho says. Tho throe-part feativnl is
schedulod for Decombor 31 of Bhartiya Vidyn Bhavan,
My lapom.

Intereatingly, the digitel preaentntion of An Ode o
the Tamjore s nlso bolng Inunchod nt the event, "This
produstion seelis to honour and preserve the gmndoeur
aof dunce compositions thot form the oo of the
Bharatmnatyam ropertolne. These compaosiions, covals
ol by the Tanjore Quaciet brathors, showease mastory

Chennai, Monday, December 30, 2024

of both Cornntie musle nnd Bhomtnnatynm. This 16 o
teaditionn] Bhovatonntyam Morgnm, contimuing the
Nrltyn Upnchaorn seriog. This innovative project nims
to spark o now Ronninsance i tho undemtonding of
Bliarntnnalynm, a8 doveloped by the menowned Tan
Jore Quartot. Under the quidnnce of Nandint Romani,
the prraducetion highlights specille compositlons by the
four brothors, Adi Penninh, Chinninh, Vadivelu, nnd
Shwnndam. Theso court musicinns, trained undor
the Cornatle musielnn Mothusway  DIGhitr,
playod n pivotnl role in shoping the art form we know
todny,"” ghe explidng. The ovent 18 happening on Jnne
ary 6ot Tng Dokshinnmurthy Holl, Mylupore.

It shoubil b notsd that Bala Dovi Chandeasholonr Is
tho only Bhnratonotyam doncer to bo foatured ot the
Parts Olympics 2024, Shoring hor oxpiviones from the
historie ovent, she sintes, “The ovont sorved nn o pow:
orful domonstoation of Indin's cultweal hoe g ot
the Olymples. My performuanen oo
cluded with the profound muos
sipn of Vasidhalva Kotime
bokom - omphnsining the
coneept of one earth,
one family. My
presonlation was
particularly  sig
nifleamd  ns
holpad bridge cul:
tal dividea nnd
osionmd o dowgr
or npprocin:
Haon for Ind b
an  classical )
arls nmong the interni
Honal nudionee.”
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—Bala Devi Chandras

FOR CLASSICAL ARTS
wr, Bharatnalyam exponent



